Approximately one in four
women in the United States will
experience physical domestic
violence at some point in her life.

The economic burden
% of domestic violence
in the United States
is over $8 billion per
year in direct medical
costs and loss of

productivity.

Only approximately one-
quarter of all physical %
assaults, one-fifth of all
rapes, and one-half of
all stalkings perpetrated
against women by intimate

partners are reported to the
police.

violence are women.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month

More than one - third of 15.5 million children in the
all women seeking care
in hospital emergency
rooms for violence-
related injuries have
been injured by a current
or former intimate

partner.

in which domestic violence
past year, and seven million

severe domestic violence
occurred.

This document was developed under grant number 90EV0378 from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).
The points of view expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of HHS.

Approximately 85 percent
of the victims of domestic

United States live in families

occurred at least once in the

children live in families in which
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68

of domestic violence report that the
perpetrator also abuses their animals.
The vast majority of this abuse occurs
in the presence of these women (87

percent of women who are victims ?

percent) and children (75 percent).

Women who have
% experienced domestic

Studies that focus on intentionally false

common than the problem of victims

1O

violence are 80
percent more likely
to have a stroke, 70
percent more likely to
have heart disease, 60
percent more likely to have
asthma, and 70 percent more
likely to drink
heavily than
women who have
not experienced
domestic violence.

reports of domestic violence show @
that false allegations are much less

failing to report or false denials by

abusers.
H<

Homicide is the second leading
cause of injury-related death
among pregnant women.

In the United States, on
average, more than three

home when previous domestic

1

women are murdered by their
intimate partners each day.

122

Almost two-thirds of women

killed with a firearm were killed
by their intimate partner, and

the number of women shot and
killed by their intimate partner
was more than three times higher
than the total number murdered
by male strangers using all
weapons combined.

Compared to homes
without guns, E%
the presence
of guns in
the home is
associated
with a 20 times
higher risk of
homicide within the

violence exists.

Children of mothers who are
victims of domestic violence are
six times more likely than other
children to die before the age of
five.



Nearly half of the families reporting
physical abuse by a partner also
report parental abuse against a child.

More than one in four

E % pregnant teens report being 2 @
abused by their boyfriend
during pregnancy.

Slightly more than half of
female victims of domestic More than one in four stalking
violence live in households with victims reports that some form of

cyberstalking was used against
them, such as email (83 percent
of all cyberstalking victims) or

instant messaging (35 percent).

Approximately one-half
of civil protection orders g g
obtained by women
against intimate partners
who physically assaulted

them are violated.

The impact of domestic
2 g% violence on children may
be mitigated by certain
protective factors, one of the
most important of which is a
supportive relationship with

the non-abusive parent.

children under age 12.

Interventions for either
domestic violence or E?
child abuse in a family
with co-occurring
violence is likely to
be more successful
if both problems are
addressed.

Victims of abuse in

E % later life are typically
50 years of age and
older and are primarily
women. In
approximately
90 percent of
cases, perpetrators
of abuse in later life are
family members. Domestic violence is the single

: : most common reason for a géi
Approxma_tely_ one in th_ree E@ partnership to end and has .
adolescent girls in the United been found to be the cause of

S:gteslls a wc’gml oLphysflcaI, the relationship breakdown in
erotional, or verbal abuse irom one in five relationships.

a dating partner.

p—
<Y
—
(—
-
7
>
&
—
&
P—
=
>
&
(=
—
&
—
(—
oy
—
(-
—
>
&
=
(—
—




p—
<Y
—
(—
-
7
>
&
—
&
P—
=
>
&
(=
—
&
—
(—
oy
—
(-
—
>
&
=
(—
—

3.4 million individuals over the
age of 18 are stalked each g %

year in the United States and
30 percent of these individuals
are stalked by current or former

26

80 percent of
women who g ?

are stalked by
former husbands
are physically
assaulted by
that partner and
30 percent are
sexually assaulted
by that partner.

28

intimate partners.

85 percent of attempted murders
of women involved at least one
episode of stalking within 12
months prior to the attempt.

Reported
cases of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer
domestic/intimate partner
violence increased 15 percent
between 2008 and 2009, which
represents a 6.5 percent increase
over a three-year period.

Women aged 20 - 24 are
at the greatest risk of

2D

experiencing nonfatal intimate

B

child visitation with the
perpetrator of domestic

partner violence.

The majority of all domestic
relations cases (72 percent)
involve at least one
unrepresented party, which

can have a significant negative
impact on victims of domestic
violence since the availability

of legal services has a positive
effect on reducing the incidences
of abuse.

Women
are often re- % E
assaulted
during
separation,
and one in
four women
are threatened
during an arranged

violence.
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